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Reaching for the Stars

When the pandemic hi

a Port Perry innand café owner tried to find

a way to keep the lights on. Then she got a call that changed evervthing

BY CHRISTY STONE-CURRY
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guing to/be. It was March 12, 3020, and Doug Ford was an the

ants. That mat-
tered 3 lot Bormn. 1 uwnand FuRa and inn in Part

gvllrn :hﬂlm lhr) mdnl mllu.') came back for a reshoot.
for our town, and they heoug]

in much-necded money.

Perry. 5t Patrick’s Day was around the corner, and 1°d just
aordered 85,000 worth of food.

My hushand, eight-year-old son and I live upstairs, so we
closed the inn, even though we weren't required to. My family
three adjoaning
Victorian structures back in 1573—so thankfully there was o
rent topay. But with the inn and restaurant shut down. we had
9 Fevense coming in, except From the tax company that rented
out commercial space From us.

During that first year, we'd sccasionally be
allowed to open for indoor dining, and then
ardéred to clase again, aver and over, | canie
up with ereative ways (o make money, like
affering pop-up grocery days. I'd sell things
‘that were searce at the time, like flour, yeast
or bacon, That alkowed me to keep 2 few mem-
Thers of my staff of 15 sporadically employed.
But I was scared —no one really knew what

Reaeber wanted Lo use my bailding for a fight
seene, This ime, threy had (o et a film permit from (he town.
There would be more people, and they would be building a set
aswell nsa stagingground, The morning the shoot began, my
hushand came to ask me what the hell was going on cutside,
Iy exci 1 Adday that
the crew would be arriving.

The bilock was carpeted with gearand hundreds of people.
My litthe parking lot was hest toa gererator and tents crammeed
with cast and crew members, There wasa
private chef and prople bunging in lawn chaies,
dressed for cold weather. It was June. Inside,
a group of workers was unplugging all of my
appliances and repainting my walls. | burspe
into & camers operator who semt mie to 3 Covid-
sereening trailer where o man was handing
out wristbands to those who'd heen cleared,
The screemer ran oul of wristbands—he dis-
tributed 300 that day.

el

was guing o happen next.and my familys — Alan Ritchson, parked myself on a bench across the street
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ihat changed cverything liwasaproducerfor  R€ACher, walked  tiful—ai white tablecloths and Southern

s anslay Al T i Doovered et et i
with fake blood b

adapl: of the Mockbuster Jack Reacker
series, which had previously been made into
films starring Tom Cruise. As loeation scouts searched for
aquaint venues that coubd double a3 small-town Georgia for the
show first season, they found their way to Port Perry. They
wanted touse the building that housed our café and innasa
Thome base for two days. I was alitike freaked out by Covid, but
Eneeded the money, so 1 sald yes,

in fake blood. Between scenes, | snuck in to
take pictures and got one with Alan. He invited
me te Orangeville, where they were shooting the next day,
but 1 assumed he was just being polite. Afterwards, 3 crew
member told me he was totally sincere, amd [ wish 1% taken
Alan up on it

When they left, they put my Piano Café signage (which had
Briefly been l'(‘PI:!ccd with a sign '0!']]6 Ale House) back up

and

Bt wase't the first tine we'd had prod conse theowgh.
In 2005, the producess of The West Wing asked us to cater a
shoot for one episode. Over the years, a few more celebriies

Grene Hack and Ray e
the 2004 film Weieome ts Moasepart. | was pmud that nay res-
taurant could being in people from all aver, but | didn't know
at the time just how important cur eonneetions (o the produe
tion world would become,

The Reacher crew arrived later that month. They wsed the
restaurant to feed crew members while smmbndromge
of Alan Ritchsen,
They came and went bna r.\m-ol'mulpmtn: andl bemn
need, Then, the following spring, gat ancther call—they hadn't
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my walls to their loar. They keft the
place in betier shape than they huml it
The last couple of years have been hell on the restaurant
imdustry. We were lucky to have avaided the worst of il. We
were allowed to open the inn after the initial panic subsided,
aml that helped sustain us, But it was the unexpeeted
irseanee from e shoots that really gave us the ability to weather
the pandemic, We're open at full capacity again, and we get
customers coming in from all over who saw our building on
Reacher and want to see where the fight scene was shat.

Chrin .ww Coirry i the oiwmer of the Piawo Inn awed Café,
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